States vow
to battle
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retreat on
clean air
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House tries to ‘gut’ the Clean Air Act.
WASHINGTON — Maine’s attorney general joined
eight colleagues from across the Northeast on Tues-
day in threatening legal challenges if the Bush
administration moves as expected to weaken federal
. regulations governing coal-hurning power plants.

@ Maine and eight other Northeast
states threaten to sue if the White

By BART JANSEN
Staff Writer .

Altorney General Steve Rowe and others fear that
Bush is about to change the Clean Air Act in ways
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that toughening pollution standards would increase

the cost of power.

But power-plant smokestacks emit nitrogen oxide
by prevailing

piratory ailments and smog in

The fight is over how much pollution power plants

and sulfur dioxide, which are carried

winds and cause res
the Northeast.



